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INTRODUCTION 


The documents published in this pamphlet emanate from the 
Enlarged Meeting of the Committee of the International Missionary 
Council, which met at Willingen, Germany, from July 5th to 17th, 1952. 
The meeting was attended by 190 delegates and consultants from the 
member councils of the I.M.C. and from other organizations which, 
though not affiliated to the Council, maintain close contact with its 
work. About forty of those present were “ nationals ” of the “ younger 
churches ”, while a considerable number of other younger churches were 
represented by missionaries. It was, nevertheless, characteristic of the 
meeting that the distinctions suggested by the terms “younger” and 
“older” churches or “nationals” and “ missionaries” were felt to be 
more than ever subordinate to our common calling in the Church and 
our common missionary obligation. Just over fifty countries were 
represented in the gathering-including Korea, Formosa, Japan, the 
Philippines, India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Malaya, Indonesia, Iran, 
Egypt, and Israel. There were Africans from the Congo, the Gold 
Coast and the Union of South Africa, with a fraternal delegate from the 
Dutch Reformed Churches. Europe and the United States sent strong 
delegations, as did also Latin America and the Caribbean. Denomina- 
tional diversity was as marked as national variety. The most notable 
and deeply regretted omission from the meeting lay in the absence of 
delegates from China, though Chinese from Hongkong and Singapore 
were present. This absence of direct representation from China was 
something which spoke deeply to the mind and conscience of the 
gathering. To the place and local circumstances of the meeting all the 
members owed a debt which will long be remembered. The hospitality 
of the Willingen folk, the courtesy of the authorities in Church and 
State, the generosity of the German Missionary Council and the brief 
insight which this event made possible into a most significant part of 
the Christian life of Germany, all contributed to an experience to which 
no written reports can do justice. 

As is generally known, the theme of the meeting - “ The Missionary 
Obligation of the Church ” -had long been before the I.M.C., not only 
as signifying the central purpose for which the Council exists, but as a 
subject calling for special re-examination in our own time. Happenings 
in the world at large and new movements and insights within the 
churches have alike led to the conviction that the time is ripe for a 
fresh formulation of the missionary mandate and for the revision of 
traditional missionary policies. Such an undertaking is too serious and 
far-reaching to be despatched easily and quickly. Moreover, no single 
organization such as the I.M.C. has the authority or competence to 
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the static condition of the churches. Further, the more deeply this 
matter was probed in discussion the less was the readiness to make a 
sharp distinction between the Church’s mission to the world and its 
obligation to nurture its own members in a faith which contains the 
inner dynamic of mission. Nevertheless, there was sober recognition of 
the tendency of all institutional expressions of Christianity to lose 
impetus. There was frank acknowledgment that much of the latent 
missionary energy of the churches fails to find release. And there was 
profound uneasiness about the fact that in too many parts of the world 
the churches give the impression of being on the defensive, struggling 
to conserve their resources amidst the storms, instead of advancing into 
new areas of need in the name of the Saviour of the world. In this 
connexion much was said about the need for greater mobility, in the 
use of personnel and other resources, in face of the short-term nature 
of many of the opportunities to-day. This accent on mobility was 
noticeable in many different discussions; it was, indeed, a dominant 
note in the proceedings. At one point a specific challenge was addressed 
to the younger church representatives present to examine the extent to 
which resources put at their disposal are, in fact, being directly related 


~ to the Church’s missionary obligation. Are the younger churches, in so 


far as they are “receiving ” churches, ready to make fresh sacrifices to 
enable the churches generally to exercise a new missionary initiative ? 
The response of the younger church representatives present, embodied in 
a statement parts of which appear in the following pages, set the tone of 
this discussion. 

It is in the light of this concern that various proposals made in the 
following reports can best be read.. There are references to the 
“ unofficial missionaries ”—lay men and women working in lands other 
than their own, in industry, commerce and government service —- who 
need to be trained for the distinctive part they ought to play in the 
mission of the Church Universal. There are the suggestions for develop- 
ing international instruments of action on the basis of the experience 
and confidence gained through the movement for missionary co-opera- 
tion. There is the acknowledgment that “foreign” missionary work 
ought increasingly to become a two-way traffic between East and West. 
There is the recurrent plea that fuller use shall be made, in the service 
of evangelism, of new techniques in the art of communication. And 
there is the recognition, clearly stated in the report on Vocation and 
the statement on the Missionary Calling, that the Church’s mission is 
deeper and more far-reaching than can be expressed through the historic 
agencies of the foreign missionary movement. 

Most of the proposals associated with these ideas and convictions 
need more attention than could be given to them in a single meeting. 
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A NOTE ON CONFERENCE PROCEDURE 


The reports which follow were arrived at in the following way. 


The Conference was divided into. five major themes groups of some thirty-five 
members each, each group representing a cross-section of the conference in respect 
ot nationality. race, language and denominational affiliation. The five themes 
were: the missionary obligation of the Church; the indigenous church; the réle of 
the missionary society in the present situation; vocation and training; reviewing 
the pattern of missionary activity. Each of these groups sat for seven sessions, at 
the close of which it produced an interim report. These interim reports were 
presented to the conference as a whole. The conference was then redivided into 
six area applications groups which considered the interim reports, in so far as they 
bore on their areas, and made such comments and fresh suggestions as seemed 
appropriate. The area application group reports were presented to the conference 
as a whole and were then referred to the original major themes groups for 
further discussion and incorporation (to such extent as seemed desirable) in their 
final reports. These final reports of the major themes groups were presented to 
the conference as a whole, were received, amended and adopted subject to scrutiny 
by an editorial committee. It is these reports which are now presented in this 
pamphlet. 

It should be noted that the report of the group on the missionary obligation of 
the Church was received but not adopted by the conference; at the same time the 
conference received and adopted two statements, one on the missionary calling of 
the Church and the second on missions and unity, which emanated from the group 


and are printed here. 

The Committee on Interpretation and Action, whose report is also printed, was 
appointed at the outset of the conference in order to devise ways by which the 
message of the conference might be more readily communicated to the member 
bodies of the International Missionary Council and their constituencies and its 
proposals more effectively translated into action by responsible bodies end 


individuals, 


A STATEMENT ON 
THE MISSIONARY CALLING OF THE CHURCH* 


I. The Missionary Situation and the Rule of God 

We meet here at Willingen as a fellowship of those who are committed 
to the carrying out of Christ’s commission to preach the Gospel to every 
creature. Like the great missionary gatherings which have gone before, 
we face a world largely ignorant of the Gospel. But, unlike them, we 
face a world in which other faiths of revolutionary power confront us in 
the full tide of victory, faiths which have won swift and sweeping 
triumphs, and which present to the Christian missionary movement a 
challenge more searching than any it has faced since the rise of Islam. 
Amid the world-shaking events of our time, when men’s hearts are failing 
them for fear of the things coming on the earth, what does the Spirit say 


to the churches about their missionary task? 


*This statement arose out of the report of Group I on “The Missionary 
Obligation of the Church” and was edopted by the Enlarged Meeting. 
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Lift up your heads, because your iii. 


God has sent forth one Saviour, one Shepherd to seek and save all the 
lost, one Redeemer who by His death, resurrection and ascension has 
broken down the barrier between man and God, accomplished a full 
and perfect atonement, and created in Himself one new humanity, 
the Body of which Christ is the exalted and regnant Head. 


On the foundation of this accomplished work God has sent forth His 
Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus, to gather us together in one Body in Him, 
to guide us into all the truth, to enable us to worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth, to empower us for the continuance of His mission 
as His witnesses and ambassadors, the first fruits and earnest of its 


completion. 


iv. 


v. By the Spirit we are enabled both to press forward as ambassadors 
of Christ beseeching all men to be reconciled to God, and also to wait 
with sure confidence for the final victory of His love, of which He has 


given us most sure promises. 


We who have been chosen in Christ, reconciled to God through Him, 
made members of His Body, sharers in His Spirit, and heirs through hope 
of His Kingdom, are by these very facts committed to full participation 
in His redeeming mission. There is no participation in Christ without 
participation in His mission to the world. That by which the Church re- 
ceives its existence is that by which it is also given its world-mission. 
** As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” 


III. The Total Missionary Task 
God sends forth the Church to carry out His work to the ends of the 


earth, to all nations, and to the end of time. 


The Church is sent to every inhabited area of the world. No place 
is too far or too near. Every group of Christians is sent as God’s 
ambassadors to the people in its immediate neighbourhood. But its 
responsibility is not limited to its neighbourhood. Because Christ is 
King of Kings and Saviour of the world, each group of Christians is 
also responsible for the proclamation of His Kingship to the utter- 


most parts of the earth. 


i. 


The Church is sent to every social, political and religious community 
of mankind, both to those near at hand and to those far off. It is 
sent to those who deny or rebel against the reign of Christ; and no 


3 


yt) wa ae we seo Sie 
THe. ae =e 2 ae 


yey el eon! gf n@abibeder 


- — 
Wy tatige Bee 2p Rwy Siw 
Po & hh rf swt te Vy ypu) af 
) Tiss Ty a re G4 ¢ ia 
18 . f 1 Myt <— 
ps i - Mn 
i o¥) 
on 
s 
‘ tw 
il il af 
{ 7 
+ 
alba, 
e 
os 
, 
‘ 
‘é ‘ 
e 
. 


as 

tubs ep ae Hoty 
NPY = a “f 
hele. AP ohn 




















eee 
> oie WAS" 
1wh a Si 
Se “one 
a) 2 


: 
: 
1¢ 


op. 
5 
S 


° = 
_- 


t 
ie trans 84 7 ae 
bea a ae ee % 
acre B0leT pt Ob & Ge 
2 (tyes alan 
ip oad of gee 
ee 
a rnpeabeie es 
— i “7 0@ 
ont =f' 
d ‘fT ag 
i CALS Bh) 
- ri) @ 
é it 
wot 4 ajieal 


ieith ile 
‘elie # " 
q Dy 


Sheas Pate 


‘ io? 
a iia 
i ee. 
ae 
_ 


weakness, persecution or Opposition may be allowed to limit this’ 


apeleie Such are the conditions which the Church must expect for 
artare. Faithfulness to Christ will require the Church to come 


to grips with the social, political, ec i i 
oie eee a » economic and cultural life of the 


_—e 


iii. ae is rns to proclaim Christ’s reign in every moment and 
ion. 1s means that the mission of the C i 
it to drift or to flee before the Pare ceases 
01 events of our time. At one and th 
Reece | eeepc for advancing the mission of the Church 
© the catastrophic destruction of that miss; 
the Church is sent forth i eerie 
to do its work until th leti i 
and because Christ is the onl Lae saline 
y One sent forth to jud 
the life of men, the Church is bj in i ee 
: ch is bidden in its mission to 
seek out 
ete of Opportunity and to interpret the catastrophes as the ite . 
ents of God which are the other side of His mercy 


A oe Church is thus compelled by the terms of its charte 
aml up i life Where it is and as it is, but also to go forth to the ends 
ie Ser ty all nations, and to the completion of time. The mission 
ee Ses will always transcend boundaries, but these can no lo 
: 7 ified Hine national frontiers, and certainly not with a 
ne between the “ Christian West ” and i i 
1¢ bety the “non-C i ss 
mission involves both 8eographical extension eens ae 
tion of all spheres of life. 


The 
eel Ac ae If and when that call comes he is bound to leave 
eco ‘i i, and £0 out to do that missionary job. The Church is 
y ‘ving in tents. God calls His people to strike their tents 
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IV. Solidarity with the World 


The Church’s words and works, its whole life of mission, are to be a 


vated Ahem God has done, is doing, and will do in Christ. But this 
eae a cannot Possibly mean that the Church stands over 
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T not merely to | 
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and also intensive penetra- 


it draws to the world. Christians do not live in an enclave separated 
from the world. They are God’s people in the world. 


Therefore the Church is required to identify itself with the world, not 
only in its perplexity and distress, its guilt and its sorrow, but also in its 
real acts of love and justice - acts by which it often puts the churches to 
shame. The churches must confess that they have often passed by on 
the other side while the unbeliever, moved by compassion, did what the 
churches ought to have done. Wherever a church denies its solidarity 
with the world, or divorces its deeds from its words, it destroys the possi- 
bility of communicating the Gospel and presents to the world an offence 
which is not the genuine offence of the Cross. 


V. Discerning the Signs of the Times 

Our Lord bade His disciples discern the signs of the times. To human 
sight this may be a time of darkness and confusion. But eyes opened 
by the Crucified will discern in it sure signs of God’s sovereign rule. We 
bear witness to the mighty works of His Spirit among us in many parts 
of the Church since we met together at Whitby. We believe that the 
sovereign rule of Him who is Saviour and Judge of all men is no less to 
be discerned by eyes of faith in the great events of our day, in the vast 
enlargements of human knowledge and power which this age is witness- 
ing, in the mighty political and social movements of our time, and in 
countless personal experiences of which the inner history cannot be re- 
vealed until the Last Day. Above all, we are encouraged by our Lord 
Himself to discern at such a time as this His summons to us to. go for- 


ward. 


When all things are shaken, when familiar landmarks are blotted out 
when war and tumult engulf us, when all human pride and pretension are 
humbled, we proclaim anew the hidden reign of our crucified and 
ascended Lord. We summon all Christians to come forth from the 
securities which are no more secure and from boundaries of accepted duty 
‘too narrow for the Lord of all the earth, and to go forth with fresh assur- 
ance to the task of bringing all things into captivity to Him, and of pre- 
paring the whole earth for the day of His Coming. 
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A STATEMENT ON 
THE CALLING OF THE CHURCH 
TO MISSION AND UNITY* 


The calling of the Church to mission and unity issues from the nature 
of God Himself, made known to us in the whole biblical revelation of 
the work and purpose of God in Christ. God has made of one blood all 
nations of men. In Christ we see God’s redemptive action: in Christ 
God is still at work reconciling all things to Himself in one restored 
humanity. Christ called His apostles that they might be one with Him 
and with one another, and that He might send them forth, to share with 
Him His mission for the redemption of the world. The calling of the 
Church is to be one family in Him and to make known to the whole 
world, in word and deed, His Gospel of the Kingdom. Christ prayed 
for His disciples that they might be one in Him, as He and the Father 
are one, that the world might believe that the Father had sent Him. 


The love of God in Christ calls for the threefold Ttesponse of worship, 
unity and mission. These three aspects of the Church’s response are 
interdependent; they become corrupted when isolated from each other. 
Division in the Church distorts its witness, frustrates its mission, and con- 
tradicts its own nature. If the Church is to demonstrate the Gospel in 
its life as well as in its preaching, it must manifest to the world the power 
of God to break down all barriers and to establish the Church’s unity in 
Christ. Christ is not divided. 


It is true that there are differences among us due to the various gifts 
and workings of the Holy Spirit within the one fellowship. But there 
are also differences among us which disrupt the Body of Christ, and 


separate us from one another. They spring from trusting in something 
other than the Cross of Christ. 


We believe that through the ecumenical movement God is drawing His 
people together in order that He may enable us to discern yet more clearly 
the contradictions in our message and the barriers to unity which are also 
hindrances to effective witness in a divided world. We can no longer be 
content to accept our divisions as normal. We believe that in the ecu- 





*Prepared by Group I and adopted by the Enlarged Meeting. 


6 


} 


4 


menical movement God has provided a way of co-operation in witness 
and service, and also a means for the removal of much that mars such 
i IVice. 
"ae aiefoe recommend that National Christian Councils should con- 
sider afresh their responsibility in relation to the cause of Christian unity 
within their own areas. It is not the purpose of the ecumenical a 
ment to set up an ecclesiastical superstructure, and action in Me es fe) 
faith and order must remain the responsibility of the churches. ever- 
theless, within the co-operative activity of such bodies as Christian oer 
cils the disunity of the churches continues to hinder the fulfilment of the 


Church’s mission. 


We further recommend that the member councils of the International 
Missionary Council should consider fresh ways of relating re 
experience and concern for unity to the deliberations and pee : 
churches within their membership, and to the Commission on Faith an 
Order of the World Council of Churches. 


We further believe that God is calling us to seek every ne a of 
fellowship with those Christians who are not members of es n icf 
national Missionary Council and its constituent bodies. It is our a ; 
prayer that God will bring us together in mutual love and understan me 
and that we may serve as fellow-labourers in making Christ known as 


Saviour of the world. 
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THE INDIGENOUS CHURCH 
THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH IN ITS 
LOCAL SETTING 
(Report of Group II, adopted by the Enlarged Meeting.) 


The main issues re i i : 

: garding this major theme “ 

bate considered under a dominating sense of t 
ae oe: 

2 es arene that the future of the Christian Church depends on 

ee ara es Sh ee Church,” on its being a redeemed fellowship and 

It is disturbingly c] ee Stace, in the Place and country where it is 

they stand a - th : ein Nice churches that unless 

a € Loundation of the faith j 
keeping in their aith in the Lord of the Church 
Vities related but not integral 


The Indigenous Church ” 
heir urgency. There was 


Inf : ar 2 
ann af, ee one urges agitating the world and the new dogmas 
eon Ieee ee ee adequacy of the Christian Message for the 
ere stands sure. It is n i 
= O less Clear t - 
. mae pee ae oe hed of the Gospel demands et eit 
nd tile of the people. So lon 
: 8 as a church bears 


more evidence of “ forej , 
: reignness ” than of ; 

: ee, Teley, 5 : 
its redemptive mission is obscure ee Rt situation, 


The accepted definition of an inde 
: | | Independent church, whi 
£ epi ane with a definition of an indigenous ete eee on en 
mole A} verning and self-propagating he community needs to be 
pee € circumstances of the Present intensify what is inher- 
ature and growth of the Church, namely the necessity for as 


hich found expression in this historic 


These should follow from the C 


ing, suffering and expectant community. By the phrase “ local 


we mean not only the local con : 
i gregatio ; 
given area. What are the cha gation but the Church uni 


church ” 


atic versal in any 
Tacteristic marks of such a local church, in 
> 


8 


any country, age, ecclesiastical tradition or degree of independence? 


L 
While the Church of Christ in any place and at any time must exhibit 


_ the marks without which it will not be a church, it has the responsibility 
to exhibit them in a distinctive way, incorporating into the service of 


eaiiieiedaeeen ae 


ener eamenanrnneere 


Christ whatever heritage of cultural values it may have been given by 
God’s grace. This is not being “rooted in the soil” but related to the 
soil. The Church can only be rooted in Christ. But the eternal Gospel 
must be so presented to men and women that its contemporary and com- 
pelling relevance is recognised. It cannot be so recognised as long as it 
appears in foreign guise, imitating and reproducing the characteristics of 
a church in some remote and alien land. Foreign in one sense the Church 
must always be; its citizenship is in heaven, and it is an agent of trans- 
formation. Despite the dangers of identification with this world we urge 
that foreignness in the more earthly sense of the word is something to be 
outgrown with all possible speed. 


Churches should take a positive yet critical attitude to the national cul- 
tures. We recognise, of course, the intimate dependence of these cultures 
oa religious and philosophical conceptions which differ fundamentally 
from the basic tenets of the Christian faith. But we believe that churches 
have the right and duty to make captive to Christ such elements of these 
cultures as can serve as vehicles of Christian truth. This must not be 
done in a spirit of compromise or superficial adaptation of “ the scandal 
of Christianity ” to non-Christian forms of thought. At a time when re- 
ligious relativism and syncretism are rampant, it must be made abund- 
antly clear that Christ’s Lordship is an unique Lordship. There are 
therefore situations in which churches have the duty to sever themselves 
completely from those elements in cultures which are directly antagonistic 
to the Christian faith. But this severance can never be a permanent solu- 
tion. The churches have to return to the task and seek to fill cultural 
forms with Christian substance; to transform, under the power and guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, the ideas, practices and traditions of the people, 

so that the Christian message may become an integral part of the life 
and experience of the people. 


In some countries ancient cultures are being replaced by new cultures 
based on radically different conceptions. In other countries the old 
cultures are simply disintegrating. In such chaotic situations the local 
church has a God-given opportunity to bring to birth new cultural 
patterns through the transforming power of its Creative Lord. 
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Stowing church is the possessi | the Gospel; when there is an effective will to assume responsibility for the 

i ssion of maintenance of the church, and godly impatience with the status of a 

een made in some areas in| church dependent on external aids; when non-Christian neighbours see 

the Tambaram meet; M1; evidence of the Teality of Christian fellowship in the church’s corporate 
ceting of witness and its impact upon society. 


In many areas -. 
y the quality of training given to ordinands is still a - Such a church must be a fellowship of the Spirit, a community of 
doininy prayer, a school in which men, women and children build up one another 


of great concern, Pp : 
3 . Teparation for a pr heti “ae 
evangelism requi Prophetic ministry and fo j ; 
quires far greater attention. There is a n d * Personal | in the Spirit and learn together to transmit their Christian hope to others. 
Sed for greater | The missionary witness to the unevangelized and the nurture of the 


g 
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of different types of i 
men in the one mini ae 
should nistry. The m 
develop on a pattern more suited to local cae see arch obligations of the local church. 


arch is being devoted to these subjects. b The inner life of the churches depends upon the Holy Spirit who is the 
Jects, Dut | source of all new life. Asa help to a fuller appropriation of the gifts of 


cua tho Spirit we suggest to church leaders and pastors: 


1. A more prayerful study of the Bible in groups and as individuals, to 
the call of the mini . discover its relevance to the needs of men and to make plain the duty 
~ munistry. Where | which obedience to the Word demands. 


beth Part-time ordained | 2- The formation of small prayer groups in every congregation fur the 
IS connexion. This proposal raises | nurturing of a trustful and expectant prayer life. 
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basic question 
Li he of the 
Mistian ministry and the churches’ tradi: 


Be dangers of a part-time ministry are 
ailing assumption that a full-time, paid 
Is it fundamental to the 


tional conception of th; 3. The call to Christian stewardship, to ensure the financial support of 
: this office. the church and its missionary outreach. 


Serious. Nevertheless the 
mis , prev 
4, The cultivation of the Christian home for the effective grounding of 


children in the faith. 


. A concentrated effort to discover and meet the spiritual needs of the 
younger generation and to bring them to definite decision for Christ. 
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a newly-planted church the more enema It would also enable | 6. Acceptance of Christian witness as the task of the entire membership 
Proposal calls for study and experi ctively to extend its Witness. The | of the church. The special responsibilty of laymen is to bear such 
i periment. The Faith and Order Commis- witness in the public life of the community, to set up signs of the 
Kingdom in social righteousness and economic justice, as well as to 


study. ould be invited to share in this 
take their full share in the pastoral and evangelistic work of the 
The ; Ill Church. 
€ inner life of ie : si fe 
@ church will only be health 7. Assistance to all isolated units, by arranging common worship or festi- 


worship ref] j eer | 
P rellects and deepens the Joy, dedication and fellowship “of se 


Christian faith: i 
; When there is a Spontaneous desire to share the riches of 


10 
! il 


vals; through the supply of Christian literature; and by training 
courses for leaders and workers. 
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7 IV. | 
The local church needs to realize its membership in the Chureh} 


Universal. In a multi-racial society the churches are called to witness! 
to the supra-racial character of Christ’s Church. In a world of national] 
States they are called to assert the supra-national character of the Church. 
In countries broken into racial and caste groups or torn by social and’ 
economic divisions the churches’ witness -is to Christ as the secret and| 


source of all unity. Perhaps it is not realised in the older churches how} 
grievously their witness is discredited by the divisions which they have) 
transferred to other parts of the worl 


d. The name of Christ is dis- | 
honoured. Movements towards unity 


have arisen and should be pressed | 
forward in order to remove this reproach. 


The unity already achieved in some areas is an encouragement to the 
Church in this task. The factors impeding unity are present everywhere, 
but the older churches in particular need to re-examine their responsi- 


bility in this matter, lest their divisions place an intolerable burden upon 


those who desire to advance towards fuller unity in Christ. 


The multiplication of se 
Presents problems of speci 
should take the initiative 


Paratist churches in many parts of the world 
al difficulty. We of the ecumenical fellowship 
in the task of reconciliation. We should ask 


SS ba, 


, and to meet 
men at the point of greatest need. The glad duty of the Church is to 


offer fellowship to those in Separation — including such steps as sharing 
Opportunities for study and training. In company with those who re- 
spond, we may be led to understand more clearly the requirements of 
a Spirit-filled fellowship in conduct, faith and worship. At the same 


time we must steadily maintain our witness to the fact that division is 
a denial of our common membership in Christ, 


We urge the cultivation of close relations be 
allegiance to various Christian 
the ecumenical movement. 
mutual help among all the ch 


tween local churches owing 
communions, and their participation in 
A sense of partnership in obedience and 


urches which compose the Universal Church 
is the spiritual antidote to the danger of exclusive preoccupation with 


limited interests and sectional loyalties. But only a rediscovery of the 
purpose of Christ for His Church can redirect men towards unity. 


In confronting our task let us hear the words of Christ: 


“Launch out 
into the deep and let down your nets for a draught.” 
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THE ROLE OF THE 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


(Report of Group III, adopted by the Enlarged Meeting). 


ich the 
eties and boards are instruments Sear Mra that 
Aye s i 
: : issionary obligation. <5 
discharge its missiona : missionary 
Gee sae Peas a monopoly of the delim a ee canal- 
no society ae because this obligation can esi eed a ets 
Eagan one ane It always tends to break its ae chet an 
ised cri missionary (or frontier) situations oi a ea 
so, since % © e by groups (@) * . ; 
: the first instanc : : Ronhio 
are likely to be wee church cannot divest itself of its obliga 
is a deeper reason: 


mission and remain a church. 


Missionary soci 


: * oot rk 
I. The Present Agencies of Ge kate nates at present discharge 
: : ncies by whic in. in North America, 
A review of the agen that in the main, in No 
ir missionary obligation shows ich the churches 
pet Seni oie are boards of the 2 lena i Heieaonaty 
the ean t full responsibility. In continenta : ne Ss ia eetineor 
as such 2 anh resulted from an evangelical Bet st countries. (The 
a erenavh pre haa coed fl thotmain Sar credo Coin eae 
Aenitte is an exception). In cae ar Lens within the 
e ie hurc 0a a noe 
‘ssi societies and ¢ tae, eties, some 
found - eer There are also inter-denominational fae 2 =e 
: Vv 
same sAeatorsateat which regard themselves ie Aa Tn addons 
of them Mind universality of the mission of the a psn weeds 
a ey societies which bee ee ect or inter- 
there : jeties, whether . 
: é ith other societies, citi ah ce their own 
Be ional reat churches are beginning to produ 
denominational. 


missionary agencies. 


: sec Agencies ae 
rends in Missionary nd missionary 
Present it of the continent of Europe, the ae eae 
:: oe = drawing closer together, and the ae In Belgium, France, 
att ‘bili issionary work. tt we 
i i onsibility for mi onstitutions have t 
ing special resp ‘tzerland new church c 5 Th 
d and. Switzer ; inative position. e 
Germany, Hollan itten into them in a determina 
feat igation written into Netherlands. 
peer tot this is in the Reformed Church of the 
most explici 
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ance : : : 
merican experience, integration of missionary agencies into | 
; 


churches has extended the interest in, 


There is general a ; 
greement th issi tee arcpale ae 
central and | at, since the missionary obligation is 
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The valuable work which is bej 
s being done by the mission i 
the younger churches cannot be too warmly eeamed nae Hee i 


Il. The Function of Missionary 


We Bence : ; 
ecrinterka 8 les in Relation to Their Home 
fe ings ee of the missionary agencies in the local churches 
efore a ristians the obligation t 
O preach the Gospel 
every creature and to provide the me i Boies 
ans In concern, prayer, pers 
page re the continuance of the work abroad. It is es bea 
pret the significance of. the youn 
ter] ce /of. ger churches and of th 
of missionary service that result from working together Ti eaten 


This work of missionary educati 
aspects of the life of sities Oa alee pane he a 
os 1 ret to show that the missionary activity of eee 
a ae : ee ries in history, points to the prophetic understand. 
, story. uch a presentation should result in a deepened sense of 
ommunity with Christians throughout the world, so that victory or defeat 
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knowledge of, and support for the 


and initiative which characterize some of the indepen- | 
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woe eer eee 








in any one part of the front is understood to be victory or defeat for all. 
It should thus mean that the members of the sending churches realise 
more fully that they are the mission at home and abroad. 


The position of the missionary agencies as representatives of a supra- 
national fellowship will at times lay upon them the obligation to make 
their voice heard on political and social issues. 


IV. The Function of Missionary Agencies in Relation to the Younger 
Churches 

The advice of younger church delegates shows that their churches 

desire the continuing help of missionaries. They have made it clear that 

their chief concern is with the transmission from the older churches of a 

vital Christian life. Missionaries are especially needed for such service 


as the following: 


i. Co-operation in pioneer undertakings and new advances. 


ii. The training of men and women for service in the church and in the 


community. 


iii. Assistance in deepening the inner life of the younger churches and 
their evangelistic spirit, especially by visitation of local congregations. 


Such service will require men and women with special gifts, training 
and experience. 


Financial support, as an expression of partnership, is still needed and 
helpful in many places. Nevertheless, it must be recognized that such 
support tends to keep churches from developing in their own way, and 
often implants and maintains alien and expensive structures of church 
work. Every church, as soon as it comes into existence, is responsible 
before God for the ordering and maintaining of its own life. Financial 
partnership between churches needs to be expressed primarily in sharing 
the burdens of missionary outreach rather than in supporting the internal 


work of the church. 


Every church has an inherent authority under Christ which is not 
dependent on any transfer of responsibility by a missionary agency. A 
fuller recognition of the true nature of the Church should encourage, on 
the one hand, the handing over, and on the other, the acceptance of re- 
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sponsibility for the churches’ work and witness. The giving of money 
should not carry with it the exercise of spiritual or temporal authority. 
Nevertheless, it has to be recognized that there are serious administrative 
problems connected with the transfer of responsibility which urgently 
require solution, both as an expression of the true nature of the Church, 
and in face of current trends in world affairs. The aim both of the 
missionary agencies and of the churches must be to accelerate such trans- 
fer, and their policies must be directed towards its speedy achievement, by 
concentration on the training of leaders, by the encouragement of local 
initiative and by the transfer of property, whether to a responsible church 
body in the country concerned or to an international holding body. 


The goal should be the integration of the mission into the church, 
especially in view of the hope that the younger churches are likely more 
and more to become united churches, but there will still be need for the 
interchange of persons between younger and older churches. 


V. The Function of Missionary Agencies of the Younger Churches in 
Relation to the Older Churches 
The time has now come when some younger churchmen are sharing 
with the older churches in their pastoral and evangelistic task in the West, 
and it is hoped that the number of such persons will increase. 


VI. Co-operation 

Believing that God calls the Church to mission in unity, there is ground 
for rejoicing in the evidence of growing co-operation amongst the sending 
agencies and on the field, especially in the work of Christian councils and 
similar co-operative bodies. Nevertheless, the lack of co-operation in 
many areas and its ineffectiveness in others is a matter for grave concern. 
In some areas younger churchmen are increasingly impatient of western 
denominational divisions, especially as many divisions are of a non-theo- 
logical kind. Again, careful plans made by the International Missionary 
Council at Whitby 1950 for the employment of German missionaries who 
could not be sent abroad under their own societies have produced very 
small results; only about 12 medical and 2 ordained missionaries have 
found places within non-German societies. 


Attention is called to important co-operative developments in Switzer- 


land which, it is felt, contain valuable indications of lines of future 
development. They include the training, under the Swiss Missionary | 
Council, of laymen for Christian service abroad in non-missionary posts. | 
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(There are 65,000 Swiss abroad i 
hei 000 Sv in secular occupations, as agai 
missionaries). This is a task undertaken by the mission for rept 


It is considered that co i i 
-operation will grow from consultati 
“oper ation an 
ie on specific tasks. Situations difficult to deal with at the mend 
el can sometimes be successfully handled at the international level | 


VII. Suggestions for Further Study and Possible Action 
The resources of missionary societies and boards are now d 
quite extensively to assistance to younger churches in establish moat 
This often restricts the resources available for missionary ie ee 
over, there are some situations in which extreme nationalism : 1 he 
obstacles in the way of missionary witness. Suspicion of aie aie 
Awe ig im religious activities, results in limitations being i 
work 0 societies and boards. There is growi i i 

certain areas it may become exceedingly dificult, cae ee 
western missionary societies to assist the churches with Pee, aid 


funds. Already th ieties i 
: ere are societies in some countrie. i i 
Iread SW 
restricted in this way. Whe sii 


Yet the present day calls for an advance in all countries, in areas 


Pp My 


It is not easy to see the wa i is di 
y by which this dilemma may be overcome 
but the following suggestions may be offered as possible starting points : 


a. This needed advance should be made by the churches acting together. 
b. ne International Missionary Council might consider ways in which 
e urgency to mission in unity can be laid upon the churches and 
missionary agencies throughout the world. The Council has a 
distinctive experience to share with those who seek for deeper 


obedience to the Gospel and full i 
: er underst 
wholeness ” of the Church. © Shag? sowie Sse 


The International Missionary Council, in consultation with its mem- 
ber councils, should explore the possibility of the formation of 
international, inter-racial and interdenominational teams. The 
should be composed of missionaries from both the younger aia 
older churches, to work on new strategic frontiers or in pioneer 
activities, supported by interested boards, societies and churches 
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d. Training for Christian witness and the service of the Church in 
secular occupations overseas — as is being provided in Switzerland 
(see Section VI above) — is an important line of advance. The 
International Missionary Council should foster developments of this 
kind in all ways open to it, including the collection and distribution 
of information regarding significant experiments. Fuller study 
should be given to the relation of missionary agencies and churches 
to governmental work and unofficial organizations working in the 
same territories as missions, bearing in mind both the importance 
of Christian witness and service in these relationships and the 
necessity of avoiding the identification of missions with governments 
or political parties. 


e. Since closer co-operation is essential to any new advance, churches 
and missionary agencies throughout the world should be open and 
responsive to every opportunity for joint action, including the possi- 
bility of some societies acting on behalf of others in some areas. 
When considering any plans or projects, amongst the first questions 
they should ask themselves is whether the action proposed can be 
taken in co-operation. They should utilize to the full the means of 
consultation and co-operation already available in Christian councils, 
the International Missionary Council and other ecumenical organiza- 
tions. In co-operation the way to new advance may be shown us. 
In advancing together we shall be drawn into closer unity through 
obedience to our one Lord and His commission. 
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MISSIONARY VOCATION AND TRAINING 
(Report of Group I V, adopted by the Enlarged Meeting). 


{_ The Question 

The decisive question in approaching the subject of missionary voca- 
tion is, ““ What is the mission to which God calls His Church to-day? ” 
In each day the Church must answer this question anew. God has set 
His people in the stream of history and His call to them now, as in 
Biblical times, is a cal] to serve Him in the situations of a particular 
moment. 


In this day a fresh answer is particularly urgent because the familiar 
features of the world in which the foreign missionary movement grew up 
have largely disappeared. At the same time by God’s grace the Church 
which God calls to serve Him has grown to be a community now planted 
in almost every nation on earth. We need to listen anew to God’s call 
in the present situation and in the new fact of the world-wide Church. 


We come to the question of missionary vocation as a group of people 
particularly ‘concerned with the organized “foreign missionary ” enter- 
prise, but we must not ask it only in terms of “foreign” missions. The 
answers we need for the particular problems of this transition period in 
the “ foreign missionary” movement may appear as we face the basic 
question, “ What is the mission to which God calls His Church to-day? ” 


Il. Affirmations 

(1) God calls His Church to be an organ of His cosmic redemptive 
purpose. This sovereign call demands the total response of the whole 
Church. The call to be Christian is a call to the total commitment of 
life to the Church’s whole missionary task. Wherever there is a local 
congregation there is a community which, by its very existence, is witness- 
ing — however imperfectly - to the Gospel. To it comes God’s call to 
fulfil that part of the Church’s total missionary responsibility which lies 
in its immediate environment. Wherever there is a single member of 
the Church there is one who is called to share in the total mission of the 
Church by his witness in his daily life and work. It is of the essence of 
the Church’s life that it must always be reaching out to unevangelized 
areas wherever they are. Foreign missionary responsibility can be truly 
seen only in the setting of the total missionary responsibility of the 
Church and must never be isolated from it. Unless the Church in every 
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part of its life hears and responds to God’s call to be a missionary com- 
munity, no amount of improvement or multiplication of organizations 
will enable it to fulfil its mission. 


(2) The call to mission is always a call to the Church. The manner 
of response to the call in commitment of life and resources is, under 
God’s guidance, the responsibility of the Church. The individual hears 
and responds to the call to mission as a member of Christ’s Church and 
tests and confirms both call and response by the Church’s wider wisdom. 


(3) It is the duty of the Church to remind men and women that the 
call of God comes to all to serve Him as Christian witnesses wherever 
they may be. It is in the setting of this general Christian vocation that 
the Church should help young people, in deciding their life work, to make 
their choice on the basis of God’s will for them as participants in the 
mission of the Church. At this point both Church and individuals need 
to recover a deeper understanding of the working of the Holy Spirit in 
individual life as well as in the corporate life of the Church. 


(4) The missionary outreach which does not stop short at any frontier 
but moves out to the ends of the earth has a distinctive significance for 
the Church as an essential witness to the cosmic reach of God’s re- 
demptive activity. Seen eschatologically, the Christian mission to the ends 
of the earth is the necessary activity of the Church in preaching the 
Gospel to all the nations in the time between the resurrection and God’s 
ultimate fulfilment of His purpose for mankind. 


(5) This mission to the ends of the earth is the responsibility of the 
whole Church. At this moment in the life of the Church we are conscious 
of a supremely urgent call to the churches of all lands for missionary 
activity beyond their own borders. The call for help will often come 
from one church to another. It often comes from leaders of one church 
to the youth of another. 


(6) The younger churches speak a prophetic word to the whole 
Church in their insistence that the Church is called to live and witness 
as one. By God’s power we must transcend our present divisions of 
nations, denominations, younger and older churches, church and 
missionary organizations, and discover the oneness which reveals our one 
Lord. The task of transcending these differences can only be undertaken 
with patience, charity and frankness, in obedience to truth. Partnership 
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is not enough, for it implies the existence of independent groups which 
may or may not choose to work together. Within the body of Christ we 
are called to serve in oneness. 


(7) It is suggested that in international discussion the term “ foreign 
missionary ” be used when referring to the missionary outreach of any 
church beyond its own national boundaries. It is not intended thereby 
to assert a theological distinction between this and other forms of 
missionary outreach, nor to ask any national missionary organization to 
change its accepted usage, but only to serve the practical purpose of 
clarity in international discussion in the English language. Thought about 
the Church’s mission has frequently been confused because of our habit 
of using the word “ missionary ” when we have been speaking only of 
that aspect of the Church’s mission expressed in “ the foreign missionary 


enterprise,” whereas, in fact, the word “ missionary ” has a much wider 
connotation. 


(8) We believe that in these days, when some doors are closing, God 
is calling. His Church to new forms of pioneering. We must be keenly 
sensitive to the situation in the world, taking full advantage of the possi- 
bilities in the new fact of the Church as a world-wide fellowship, and 
above all having an unshakeable confidence in the power of God. 


In particular : 


(a) The whole Church is called ever and always to intercessory prayer 
for its mission. Such prayer is, indeed, the very first element in the 
Church’s missionary work. Through the service of prayer all Christians 
are joined to one another in a fellowship transcending all barriers, and 
thus all — whatever their particular situation - share in the world-wide 
missionary task. Such prayer can be offered intelligently only on the 
basis of real knowledge of the church for which one is praying. We wish 
to recommend the publication by the International Missionary Council 
of an “ Ecumenical Missionary Prayer Handbook ” to give brief informa- 


tion about the work and needs of churches and missions in the various 
areas. 


(b) In a day when some doors are closed to the foreign missionaries 
of certain nations, they often remain open to those of others. In such 
circumstances certain churches may partially fulfil their foreign mission- 
ary obligation through aid to those other churches. 
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(c) (i) The foreign missionary obligation will still be fulfilled by men 
and women going out to give life-long service to the Church. As a wit- 
ness to the wholeness of life in Christ, many will go as ministers, teachers, 
doctors and nurses, agriculturalists, experts in literacy and in home and 
family life, or in other technical fields. Missionary organizations need 
much greater flexibility if they are to seize the opportunities presented 
by many lands which now eagerly seek help in technical fields. 


(ii) But the missionary obligation must also be carried out through 
a far wider and more frequent exchange for brief periods of men and 
women who have gained experience in reaching the untouched masses 
(e.g. in industrial life), or who have specialised gifts in particular forms 
of Christian ministry. 


(d) We believe that God is calling the Church to express its mission 
not only through foreign missionaries sent by the boards, but also through 
an increasing flow of Christian laymen and women who go out across 
the world in business, industry and government and who do so with a 
deep conviction that God calls to them to witness for Him in all of life. 
The churches should be alive to the strategic importance of the spread 
of the Gospel by such tay people. The International Missionary Council 
is requested to explore ways whereby the churches can prepare and advise 
such lay people, linking them to the churches and “ foreign missionary ” 
agencies in the areas to which they go. 


(e) Foreign missionaries must more and more identify themselves as 
Christians with those among whom they serve in their daily life and 
aspirations. Complete identification, even if it were possible, would be 
undesirable, since much of the foreign missionary’s unique contribution 
springs from the distinctive elements in him that represent the richness 
and diversity of the Church’s life. Yet the foreign missionary must mani- 
fest those attitudes and follow that pattern of life - in some instances 
strikingly simple - which will lower any barrier to fellowship between him 
and those to whom he gues. Moreover, the times are such that missionary 
agencies must allow those willing to do so to face risks to health and life 
This may call for an increasing use of single men in special spheres of 
foreign missionary service. 


There is need for the foreign missionary to experiment in methods of 
equalization and sharing, such as the community in which the individual 
has his needs provided for and receives only a modest personal allow- 
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ance. Further, where missionaries from several churches are working 


together, care must be taken to adjust salaries so tha ing j ve 
; t glaring inequalit 
are removed at the level of daily life in the field. g inequalities 


(f) The uncertainties of foreign missions in the present world situa- 
tion demand that missionaries commit themselves to the service of Christ 
with a willingness to render that service wherever He may call them at 
any moment. Such commitment will obviate frustration for those who 
may be turned from their first field of service, and will provide the 
mobility needed by the foreign missionary enterprise. 


Ill. Training 


In discussing training, it must be recognized that there are factors 
which cannot be assessed. We do not know the situations to which men 
and women go and we cannot prepare them for every particular situation. 
We can, however, under God, hope to provide the opportunity for them 
to grow and become the kind of people who will, through the resources 
which are in God, be adequate in any situation and be able to meet others 
on a Christian level of personal relationships. Those undergoing training 
should be helped to maintain and strengthen their evangelistic zeal and 
to deepen their sense of commitment to Christ as Lord. We make the 


following recommendations with regard to the training of foreign mission- 
aries of any country :— 


That all foreign missionary training should be conceived in terms of 


one unit to include (1) pre-field training, (2) first term abroad, (3) first 
furlough. 


(1) Pre-field Training 


(a) Professional training (e.g. medicine, education) must meet the 
generally accepted standards. 


- (b) Training for the missionary task should 


(i) take place in a resident community, with marked emphasis on a 
disciplined life of prayer. Such a community should be in an ecumen- 
ical setting and in touch with the life of to-day’s world, 


(ii) give special attention to the study of the Bible, Christian doctrine, 
Church history, Christian ethics, missionary principles and practice, 
phonetics and linguistics, social anthropology. It should provide for 
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particular concerns, e.g. Christian home, youth work, work in rural 
areas, work in urban and industrial areas, etc.; 


(iii) help candidates to enter into genuine and vital relationships with 
persons. It should involve personal guidance, studies in counselling 
and work with groups; 


(iv) include the study of contemporary movements towards unity, the 
history of the ecumenical movement and actual experience in ecu- 
menical situations; 


(v) prepare students for life in a revolutionary age and therefore in- 
clude study of social and economic relationships and revolutionary 
movements and experience with differing racial and national groups, 
in industry, rural life, or other situations which differ markedly from 
the students’ own environment; 


(vi) develop sensitiveness, flexibility and alertness, as part of the 
essential characteristics of those who seek to identify themselves with 
the people to whom they go. 


(2) First Term Abroad 


(a) Training should be continued in the country or area where the 
foreign missionary is to serve, in order to bring him into close con- 
tact with the people of the area. The International Missionary 
Council should encourage the setting up of interdenominational 
training centres for missionaries in the major areas, if possible in 
close association with theological colleges or training institutions in 
the areas concerned. The curriculum of such training centres should 
include the study of: 


Religions of the area; 

Relationship of Christianity to the culture of the area; 
The contemporary scene; 

The churches in the area and their history; 

Language; 

Methods of approach to special groups, e.g. Moslems. 


{b) Opportunities should be provided, if possible, for living in the homes 
of the people of the area. 
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(c) The training should not end when the new missionary leaves the 
training centre and takes up his work. There must be careful intro- 
duction to his varied tasks, with guidance and supervision in their 
performance, preferably by nationals. High standards of language 
performance must be set and enforced. 


(3) First Furlough 


We urge that the first furlough be normally regarded as an integral 
part of training, and that missionaries be given adequate opportunity, 
during that period, to pursue their training. The needs of missionaries 
on their first furlough will differ widely and therefore the content of the 
training must be planned individually for each missionary. 


This study has of necessity led us to consider theological education and 
we cannot but express our concern that theological education throughout 
the world should be much more radically oriented to the total missionary 
task of the Church. This should mean not only a study of the history 
of religions and of the Christian movement in other lands, but also an 
emphasis upon the missionary obligation of the Church in such subjects 
as theology, Church history and Christian ethics. 
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RESHAPING THE PATTERN 
OF MISSIONARY ACTIVITY 


(Report of Group V, adopted by the Enlarged Meeting.) 


Our Revolutionary Situation 

We live in a world of radical change. We hear the cry of the masses 
- of mankind for a better life expressed in demands for land reform, higher 
standards of living, national independence, and raciai equality. We see 
the achievement of political independence and the end of colonialism 
over wide areas. There is a stirring of national and cultural loyalties, 
reacting against further encroachments upon them. Totalitarian states 
rule a large section of the world’s peoples and seek to shape popular 
beliefs. Secularism continues to spread. In some areas there is a 
sharpening of racial issues. Growth in world population outstrips 
Christian expansion. 


The Church in this Revolutionary Situation 

The challenge of modern life forces Christians back to fundamentals: 
What is the Gospel? What is the faith? What is the Church? What is 
God saying to us in this situation? 


The younger churches now appear as free partners in the Christian 
enterprise, with their own missionary efforts and ecumenical relationships. 
Real partnership in obedience between younger and older churches is 
unceasingly manifest. 


In the present situation there lie elements of deep concern to the 
Church as a whole. 


The tragic absence of a Chinese delegation to this conference weakens 
our Christian witness, and reminds us that the area of the world closed 
against foreign missionary work and ecumenical relationships has vastly 
increased. On the other hand there are aggressive revivals within Hindu- 
ism, Buddhism and Islam; secularism spreading like a flood-tide; anti- 
Christian challenges, notably Communism, made more powerful by use 
of modern propaganda techniques; the denial of religious freedom by 
totalitarian states and political religions. The churches often seem slow 
to adapt themselves or their methods to radically new times, and are still 
losing ground in the lands of many of the older churches. 
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Tn wide regions of the world the major problem is hunger. In large 
areas the standard of living of the village people is deteriorating. Great 
inequality of standards of living in different parts of the world is one 
of the main ethical issues with which the Christian Church everywhere 
should be concerned. Christians should both urge their governments to 
appropriate action, and pioneer in direct efforts to tackle the problem 
in the areas of great need. 


In the present situation there are opportunities for the Church, includ- 
ing a new receptivity among those who feel that the foundations of their 
life have been shaken; constitutional provision of religious freedom 
within some of the newly independent nations, and a consequent opening 
up to the Gospel of areas formerly closed; new resources for mass evan- 
gelism through the press, film, radio and television; in some areas 
diminution of the misunderstanding which identified Christianity with 
the interests of the dominant West. 


Faced with the task of Christian witness in such a world, we are called 
to hear anew and accept once more our Lord’s commission, “Go ye 
therefore ”; to realise the Church as the instrument in God’s hand; to 
face the problems of Communism and secularism; to raise a prophetic 
voice against social, economic and racial injustice. 


Principles for Decisions by the Church 

All activities should be judged in relation to the Church, the upbuilding 
of which is a deeply spiritual task. Do they contribute to its unity, its 
sense of mission, its fitness to serve? Do they maintain due proportion 
between the elements of worship, proclamation, fellowship and service ? 


(1) The basic task should be the building up of the life of the local 
congregation. 

(2) Effort should be concentrated on the local church even if it means 
a diminishing of more diffused forms of service. 

(3) Flexibility in the use of resources should be aimed at to ensure the 
ready transfer of both men and material to areas of special opportunity 
or need. 

(4) The building up of the local church must always be related to its 
missionary outreach. 

(5) Decisions in all matters of common concern to older and younger 
churches should be made in mutual consultation, and in the spirit 
of partnership and obedience. 
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The primacy of the building up of the local church should not obscure 
the fact that local churches, in obedience to their Lord, may at times be 
led into positions in which their very existence is threatened. Our 
knowledge of the Cross makes it clear that any church which loses its 
life in this way, will find it. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. Patterns of Assistance 


1. Personnel 

(1). The interchange of servants of the Church between one land and 
another should be regarded as something which belongs, not to the 
distinction between older and younger churches, but to the ecumenical 
nature of the Church itself. 


(2) The sending of missionaries from younger churches to younger 
churches has proved particularly fruitful in some areas. We recom- 
mend that missionary agencies of both younger and older churches 
seek ways of rapidly expanding this effort, to the enrichment of 
ecumenical life and witness. 


(3) The responsible administrative body in the receiving country should 
state what workers are needed, and should have an increasing share 
in their training, stationing and discipline. 


(4) It is the responsibility of the sending church to select persons who 
have a deep personal commitment to Christ and His Church, and the 
capacity to share the riches of Christ effectively with those among 
whom they come. 


(5) The receiving church should open the way for the missionary to per- 
form a task which will best use the talents he possesses; and the 
missionary should be co-operative and adaptable in meeting actual 
needs as they arise. 


(6) The missionary should seek to identify himself with the people among 
whom he lives. We recognise that the problem is complex, but because 
of the stumbling block of differing living standards we recommend that 
further experiments be made by missionaries in living more in accord 
with life in the area. 


(7) Collaboration with nationals in the training of ministers and laity is 
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a particularly fruitful field of service for missionaries. Another special 
contribution is vigorous entry into unevangelized areas, whether geo- 


graphical or social, to be undertaken within the programme of the 
churches there. 


(8) We recognize the witness of Christian family life of the foreign 
missionary. But some situations demand increasing mobility of 
Christian forces and suggest a larger use of unmarried men mission- 
aries. The use in some circumstances of young unmarried short-term 
missionaries has been shown to contribute both to mobility and to 
identification with the life of the people. 


2. Finance 

(1) Primarily for spiritual reasons but also because of the political and 
economic insecurity in which we live, the churches in every land 
Should assume responsibility for the maintenance of their own life 
and contribute to wider evangelization. 


(2) It is recommended that National Christian Councils make studies in 
local support and stewardship in order to help churches to a deeper 
understanding of the spiritual issues involved, as well as to hel, them 
to meet more fully their own needs and the needs of others. 


(3) Special attention is called to the need to strengthen the financial 
support of National Christian Councils by the churches they serve. 


(4) In order to cope with the great and urgent task of strengthening and 
extending the church every effort should be made to find, train and 
use voluntary and part-time workers. 


(5) Funds contributed by the sending churches should be allocated and 
used in full partnership with the younger churches concerned. 


(6) Budgets should be less rigid and subject to periodic review, in mutual 
consultation, to provide for emergencies, experiments and new projects. 


(7) After due consideration of each case, properties now registered in 
the name of foreign mission boards should be transferred to national 
churches or holding bodies, or to an international holding body. 


3. Literacy,-Literature and Scripture Distribution 
There are special circumstances of our modern world which demand 
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more concern for literature work: Christian communities growing up 
but ill prepared to meet the demands of life, some of them with only 
a handful of books in their language; multitudes, both Christian and non- 
Christian, newly arrived at literacy, eager to exercise their new ability; 
the flooding of large areas of the world with popular non-Christian 
literature meeting this demand. 


It is urgent that we do much more to provide men and money both for 
literacy work and the production of Christian literature. To do so may 
require the redistribution of resources hitherto used for other purposes. 

The place of the Bible in our religion makes it imperative for the 
Church to advance in literacy. The distribution of the Scriptures is an 
essential part of the missionary activity of the Church. Each congregation 
or group of congregations should have some distributing agency of its 
own. Colportage should become a ministry within the Church; col- 
porteur-evangelists, men and women, should be set aside in increased 
oumbers for full-time or part-time work, and be given short but adequate 
training and definite recognition and status. Methods suitable to local 
conditions should be devised and experimented with in order to help 
voluntary workers, including members of youth organizations, to bring 
the Scriptures into the hands of non-Christians. 


4. Partnership in Decision 

There is growing confidence between older and younger churches in 
sharing responsibilities for deciding policies and controlling work. At the 
same time we confront situations where this division of authority results 
not in partnership in decision but in paralysis of decision. We affirm 
that younger churches should make those decisions mainly affecting their 
own life; we stress the urgent need for effective unity in decision on all 
matters involving joint action by older and younger churches. In order 
that such partnership may increase we recommend that the International 
Missionary Council study: 


(a) significant examples of joint responsibility and decision, indicating 
possible further developments; and 

(b) patterns of the merging of missions into churches in various fields 
and traditions, pointing out those which have most satisfactorily 
devolved full responsibility on the younger church. 


B. Evangelism 
We measure the task of evangelism to which we are called, only as we 
remind ourselyes that in the greater part of the world Christians are a 
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tiny minority, and that the decline of religions and the failure of modern 
substitutes for religion have left multitudes as sheep without a shepherd. 


Evangelism is witness for Christ directed towards all men, and seek- 
ing to claim for Him every department of life both personal and public. 
This witness is given by proclamation, fellowship and service. Answer- 
ing the call to evangelize, a church finds new life. Neglecting to hear and 
obey, a church loses its own life. Evangelism can only be expected as 
our churches experience a deepening of spiritual life. The enabling 
power is the Holy Spirit, given to the church which continues in fellow- 


ship and prayer. Witness is the responsibility of every Christian and 
cannot be delegated. s 


; Evangelism should arise from within the local church. If there is out- 
side help, it should be in co-operation with, and as far as possible be 
made through, the church in that area. 


The whole family needs to be evangelized as a unit. To achieve this, 
we need more studies of family life as rooted in local culture. 


We recommend that the International Missionary Council consider: — 


(1) Means to stimulate its member organizations to send evangelistic 
teams to areas of special opportunity such as the Chinese in dispersion. 


(2) The establishment of regional centres for study and research on 
questions related to the work of the Christian mission and the growth of 
the church, affording opportunity to individuals and groups for study, 
writing, training and conference, and also undertaking the publishing of 
relevant studies and research. 


(3) A survey, in consultation with the World Council of Churches 
and other ecumenical organizations, of opportunities and resources for 
mass evangelism by means of audio-visual aids. 


C Institutions 

Christian schools, colleges, hospitals and other institutions have made 
and are making tremendous contributions in the meeting of human 
need, in creating a friendliness to Christianity among non-Christians, and 
in providing the Church with some of its most creative leadership. In 
some fields new or enlarged institutions are needed. 


The present situation calls however for re-examination of the number, 
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type and character of institutions in relation to the Church’s total task 
and resources. Colleges, schools and hospitals were founded, mostly from 
the West, and in accordance. with western patterns. In the changed cir- 
cumstances of our times there is urgent need to ask whether resources 
claimed by some of these institutions should not be released for use in 


new enterprises, closer to the local church, and more central to its 
missionary task. 


The mere existence of an institution is sometimes judged to be an argu- 
ment for its continuance, even when it has forsaken its original purpose 
or outlived its effectiveness. Institutions often claim an undue share of 
resources, and exist somewhat apart from the church. There are cases 
of schools and colleges which can only maintain themselves by increasing 
numbers so as to raise the income from fees, with results destructive to 
sound education and personal contacts. Where non-Christians form the 
majority of staff or students there is small chance of the institution’s 
bearing a strong Christian witness. Government grants inevitably imply 
a measure of Government control; though this control may in some cases 
have positive advantages, constant vigilance is needed to ensure: that 
Christian standards are not thereby compromised. 


In order to determine the place of any institution in the life of the 
Christian enterprise in the area the following questions are pertinent :— 


(a) Is the institution of first-rate quality professionally and spiritually? 
Has it such a proportion of Christian staff or students as to ensure 
that its work can truly be called Christian? 


(b) Do staff and students participate in the life of the local church? Does 
it give training for Christian responsibility and service in the church 
and in the community? Is it of such a pattern that the church can 
take some responsibility for it and share in its management? 


(c) Does the institution make such a contribution to the total Christian 
cause that the continued use of Christian personnel and resources in 
this enterprise is justified as compared with use in alternative under- 
takings which may be more important? 


(d) Is it possible by the union of two or more institutions to give a more 
effective Christian witness and to serve the church and community 
better? 


The present institutional programme does not necessarily provide the 
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best educational and public service to the community. One strong 
Christian institution may be more important than half a dozen in which 
Christian influence is so weak as to make no real impact. A hostel for 
Christian students attached to a government institution, or a well-run 
Christian student centre, may do more effective work than a Christian 
school or college inadequately staffed. The extension of simple medical 
services into rural or other unreached areas may, with the same resources 
and personnel, bear a greater Christian witness than is possible in large 
medical institutions. This method, by its wider outreach, offers greater 
opportunities for evangelism and for the expression of Christian com- 
passion. 


Christians may find opportunities for service not only in Christian 
institutions but within non-Christian society, thus influencing policies 
there and leavening the state system. To reduce the size of an institution 
may mean a greater charge on mission and church funds. Therefore a 
reduction in size, which may involve a reduction in the number of insti- 
tutions, may be desirable in order to maintain within an area one or two 
institutions of high professional and spiritual quality. The co-operation 
of several churches and boards for such a purpose has already proved 
effective and should be extended. 


The problem of institutions is fundamentally a spiritual one. Technical 
and organizational matters cannot be treated as unimportant, but the 
level of spiritual life in an institution matters even more. To make an 
institution more effective is thus a question of making more Christian the 
service of its staff, the personal relations of its members, and the corporate 
worship and witness of its day-to-day life. 


D. Training and Support of Church Leaders 

The encouragement of indigenous leadership within the church has 
long been recognized as essential, and much has been done in this 
respect. Present conditions call for intensified effort. Here is a spiritual 
need to be met by spiritual resources, but the following practical con- 
siderations are to be kept in mind: — 


1. The placing of qualified nationals in positions of central responsi- 
bility is imperative. 


2. Every field should have adequate provision including scholarship 
funds for both general and professional training. Full advantage should 
be taken of the opportunities afforded by the training and assistance pro- 
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grammes of governments, the United Nations and its Specialized 
Agencies. 


3. Selected workers should be sent for travel and study at home and 


abroad, with opportunities comparable to those enjoyed by many foreign 
missionaries. 


4. A reasonable basis of support must be provided by the church 
for such workers. Where a church is unable to make such provision 
grants might well be made by mission boards to a fund to be administered 
by the church. Such provisions should be for specialized work. 


E. Ecumenical Co-operation 

We recommend: 
(1) That the International Missionary Council should make a study of 
the growth within the area of the younger churches of bodies not 
members of the council in the hope of achieving a better mutual under- 
Standing and of learning from one another’s experience. 


(2) That the member councils of the International Missionary Council 
should plan for missionary advances in their respective countries, both in 


new geographical areas and also in spheres of human life not reached 
by the Gospel. 


(3) That member councils should become more representative of 
churches while continuing to make provision for representation of other 
Christian organizations. Councils should aim at self-support. 


(4) That Christian Councils should co-operate among themselves on a 
regional basis in such undertakings as missionary training institutes, 
production and distribution of Christian literature, arranging mutual 
Visitation and consultation. 


(5) That Christian Councils should consider afresh their responsibility 
in relation to the cause of Christian unity within their own areas. It is 
not the purpose of the ecumenical movement to set up an ecclesiastical 
superstructure, and action in matters of faith and order must remain the 
responsibility of the churches. Nevertheless within the co-operative 
activity of the Christian Councils the disunity of the churches continues 
to hinder the fulfilment of the Church’s mission. 


(6) That the member councils of the International Missionary Council 
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Should consider fresh ways of relating their experience and concern for 
unity to the deliberations and actions of the churches within their 


membership, and to the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 
Council of Churches. 


(7) That every encouragement be given to international and inter- 
denominational missionary projects under the direction of the indigenous 
churches. 


(8) A number of missionary agencies related to the International 
Missionary Council, as well as other agencies, are already fully committed 
to missionary work in Europe. With this fact in mind, three lines of 
action should be encouraged by the International Missionary Council : — 


1. Joint consideration of programmes by the agencies concerned. 


2. Wider participation of these agencies in formal and informal con- 
sultations on Inter-Church Aid. 


3. Recognition by the International Missionary Council of this area 
of missionary action. The experience of pioneering work undertaken by 
European churches in relation to unchurched masses may be made 
available to the churches in other parts of the world; experience in 
younger church areas should be made available in Europe. 


F. Technical Assistance and Welfare Services 

Since 1948 new programmes of technical assistance for under- 
developed countries have been undertaken by the British Common- 
wealth, the United States, and the United Nations. Churches and 
missions have increasingly concerned themselves with such programmes 
in the light of the Christian faith. 


Believing that the extreme inequalities of wealth between different areas 
constitute a challenge to the Christian conscience, we consider that it is 
the duty of Christians everywhere to encourage and assist the govern- 
ments concerned in programmes for raising the standard of living of the 
hungry and under-privileged areas of the world. 


We therefore urge governments and other agencies offering technical 
assistance ° 


1. To recognize the fundamental rights and the cultural heritage of the 
peoples served. 
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2. To give attention, in selecting technical experts, not only to profess- 


ional qualifications but also to the moral and spiritual requirements of 
the work they do. 


3. To co-operate with nationals already engaged in working for techni- 
cal and welfare services, and to foster their training and development. 


4. To concentrate effort upon those fundamental improvements which 
will enable the people to help themselves. 


5. To include in the capital estimates for any given project an item for 
the provision of needed welfare services. 


6. To avoid any confusion of long-range technical aid with mutual 
obligations for defence. 


We urge churches and missions to welcome the new governmental pro- 
grammes of technical assistance and to co-operate where possible in the 


interests of the welfare of the people. We further recommend that 
churches and missions should: 


(1) Bring to the attention of qualified Christians the opportunities of 


service provided by such programmes and to foster a sense of vocation 
in them. 


(2) Seek to make available the services of retired missionaries, nationals 
of the receiving countries, or other Christians with experience, in the con- 
duct of courses to prepare those appointed for technical assistance. 


(3) Encourage among the peoples of under-developed countries a 
genuine desire for self-development. 


(4) Advise governments of local needs and opportunities for specialized 
technical assistance. 


(5) Guard against any appearance of being identified with wealth and 
power, and seek always to promote the social and economic welfare of 
the general population. 


(6) While welcoming opportunities provided by such technical assistance 
programmes, guard against undue diversion from the primary tasks of 
the church. 


(7) Recognize that governmental programmes do not relieve the church 
of its own responsibility for action in the field of economic and social 
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development. Such action by committed Christians, drawing upon long 
missionary experience, may set the standard for government projects. 


G. Special Emphases 
Some spheres of life the Church has, in important geographical areas, 
touched all too slightly. They stand as opportunity and challenge, in 


which we recognize the voice of God calling to fresh adventure. We 
draw attention to several examples: 


(1) The vast majority of the peoples of the world live in villages and 
work upon the land. Christian rural centres, bringing a comprehensive 
ministry to country folk, should be multiplied. 


(2) The condition of city populations, depersonalised in industrial 
masses, makes special demands for evangelism and for Christian wel- 
fare services. 


(3) Needs and opportunities among the youth of our time are insistent 
and often changing. Alert concern is needed to provide Christian leader- 
ship for work among young people, with specialized attention to students. 
In many instances the co-operation of several churches is required for 
effective effort in this field. 


(4) Those operations of society which widely influence human well- 
being.demand Christian concern. God calls some Christians to enter 
local or national government, and there to serve His will. The churches 
must be alive to issues of social justice and human rights, and speak for 
the voiceless masses. 


(5) There is a growing recognition of Christian responsibility to pro- 
mote world peace and international justice, both in obedience to God’s 
will for all men and as freeing the proclamation of the Gospel from 
grievous hindrances. Churches should make full use of the resources 
provided for united action in the international field by the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, established jointly by the 
International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. 


(¢) Major migrations and displacements have uprooted millions of 
persons in Africa, the Near East, India, Pakistan and Korea, as well as 
in Europe. The churches should continue alert to the needs of these 
persons and to the responsibility for introducing them to new faith as 
well as new homes and neighbours. 


(7) New means of communication, such as films, radio, and television, 
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exert enormous influence upon vast numbers of people. Their use for 
Christian purposes should be soundly but promptly furthered. 


(8) The churches should direct suitable Christian young people into 
occupations of social and public service which influence the lives of 
many, such as public health, agricultural extension, labour relations, and 
welfare work of varied types; the churches should take part in their train- 
ing where needful. 
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A STATEMENT BY 
YOUNGER CHURCH DELEGATES 


The following is an abridgement of a statement presented to the Con- 
ference by the delegates of the younger churches present at Willingen 
following a discussion in which they considered the challenge to examine 
whether the use of resources placed at the disposal of the younger 
churches is related to the Church’s missionary obligation and by what 
means the younger churches may render possible a new missionary 
initiative. 


We are here concerned with two significant questions posed in the dis- 
cussions of these days: 

How can the Church recover its missionary initiative and achieve 
greater mobility? 

Are missionary societies and younger churches ready now to face the 
radical changes in traditional policies and the sacrifice which such a new 
initiative demands? 

We accept the challenge that has come to us at this meeting and the 
vision that we have seen, and we shall be true to it by the grace of God. 
We shall not dodge this issue. We have reached this conclusion with 
full awareness of our gratitude for what the missionary societies and 
missionaries have done for us of the younger churches, They have laid 
us under an eternal debt of gratitude. We would not be here to-day but 
for the great labours of the missionaries of the Cross in our lands. More- 
Over, we have accepted this challenge with the fullest hope that in doing 
So we shall have the partnership of the older churches, and that together 
we shall be enabled to meet it. 


However, both these questions need clarification. They have over- 
simplified the situation. In certain lands the churches are marking time, 
but in others they are going ahead. Therefore to characterize the whole 
situation as being one of immobility is not quite correct, Furthermore, it 
is not merely a question of greater mobility. What is wanted to-day is a 
dynamic outreach of the Church: to that we should bend our energies, 
But we cannot be satisfied with the situation as it exists to-day. We know 
that in some places we have lost the Gospel; we have to that extent lost 
the initiative. 


We also wish to raise some of the basic issues which underlie these 
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two questions. 


{a) The centrality of the Church in the recovery of initiative and mobil- 
ity. The secret of achieving this Tecovery is that every Christian in the 
younger churches should be a witnessing Christian. This is possible only 
through deepening the spiritual life of the Church. More serious study 
of the Bible is demanded, and more dependence on God than on our- 
selves for the success of our work. 


(b) We believe that responsibility for the initiative should rest on the 
baptized community of Christians in every local area. As Dr. Hendrik 
Kraemer has said, where there is a group of baptized Christians, there is 
the Church. It should not be spoon-fed but should take the initiative in 
strengthening its inner life and its evangelistic effort. 


(c) We are convinced that missionary work should be done through the 
Church. We should cease to speak of “‘ missions and churches” and 
avoid this dichotomy not only in our thinking but also in our actions. 
We should now speak about the mission of the Church. 


(d) We believe that unity of the churches is an essential condition of 
effective witness and advance. In the lands of the younger churches 
divided witness is a crippling handicap. We of the younger churches 
feel this very keenly. While unity may be desirable in the lands of the 
older churches, it is imperative in those of the younger churches. 


How can our churches regain their missionary initiative? In this con- 
nexion we have considered certain concrete suggestions, of which the two 
following are selected as illustrations: 


{a) The problem of personnel, both missionary and national, demands 
very careful attention. There are frequent reports among us of mission- 
aries coming to the younger churches with little or no evangelistic passion. 
We hesitate to pass sweeping judgments, but we feel that the younger 
churches require foreign missionaries who go forth to preach the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and not those who sit at administrators’ desks. Similarly 
national workers should also be consecrated men and women, properly 
trained. If a crisis should occur as it did in many lands during the war, 
or as now in China, the only personnel remaining to carry on the work 
of the Church would be the nationals. Preparation for such an event is 
therefore essential. 


40 


a 


(b) We regard institutional work in schools, colleges and hospitals as 
integral, and not merely instrumental, to the mission of the Church. But 
there is need to evaluate the contribution institutions make to the Church. 
This evaluation implies a genuine readiness to implement the conclusions 
arrived at, whatever the cost may be. 


In short, we accept the challenge of these questions and we are willing 
to live up to it. We are not the accredited representatives of our churches, 
able to speak authoritatively for them. But we who have heard here the 
call from God are ready to give the assurance that we ourselves shall be 
faithful to the vision we have seen at Willingen. When we return to our 
churches we shall do our best to share this vision with them. It will be 
their task and ours to devise ways and means whereby personnel and 
funds can best further the mission of the Church. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 


ON INTERPRETATION AND ACTION 


Il. In General 


(1) One of the important tasks facing the Christian world mission is 
the interpretation of its life and problems to the Church itself and to the 
world in general. Mission boards, societies and churches have consider- 
able experience in the processes of communication between particular 
fields and their interested supporters and have not neglected modern 
methods in doing so. But as part of the ecumenical movement, missions 
and churches are still in the early stages of interpreting that movement 


and there is much to learn about the content of the message and its 
presentation. 


(2) Interpretation involves an effort on the part of the organized 
missionary movement and churches to see themselves as sharers in, and 
contributors to, the developing ecumenical life. Not all those who have 
responsibility in missions and churches see them in this setting and still 
fewer supporters of the missionary agencies. There is a heavy time-lag 
in this field. Ecumenical growth outstrides missionary education and 
interpretation. Conferences such as Willingen should be used to lift for- 
ward the understanding of as many groups as possible within the 
churches, boards, societies and their constituencies, of the present world 
situation of the Christian Church and the challenges now facing it. The 
follow-up of Willingen should mean a deepening of the commitment of 
churches and missions to an active participation in the world mission of 
the Church as an integral part of the ecumenical movement. 


(3) Missionary forces can share in the task of interpretation and 
action perhaps more efficiently than any other section of the ecumenical 
movement. They have much inherited experience in the methods and 


techniques involved which make them natural channels of interpreta- 
tion and action. 


(4) The creative insights of previous conferences from Jerusalem to 
Whitby have gradually made their way into the thought of churches and 
missions but have not always resulted in the kind of action that those 
conferences hoped for. This represents a serious failure in the administra- 
tion of churches and missionary agencies to take action in their own 
fields and therefore all those at Willingen who bear responsibilities in 
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their own constituencies should undertake as soon as possible the recom- 
mended actions of the Willingen conference. 


Il. Jn Particular 


(1) All of us attending Willingen therefore bear personal responsi- 
bility in seeing that the findings and recommendations of the Willingen 
meeting are conveyed to our respective constituencies, looking towards 
immediate action. 


We recommend that: 


(a) The key people in each national council should be gathered together 
as soon as possible in order to convey to them these findings and 
recommendations. 


(b) There should be early meetings of church bodies, boards, societies, 
etc., to which Willingen participants - preferably representing more 
than one church or nation — should be invited. 


(c) Early opportunity should be taken by those present at Willingen to 
communicate the story of the conference to local parishes and con- 
gregations. 


(d) Special conferences should be organized and where possible 
Willingen representatives should share in the programmes: in 
different countries these conferences may take the form of summer 
schools, institutes, study groups, or popular public meetings. 


(e) Participants in Willingen should give special attention to those means 
of communication open to them, such as the religious press, denom- 
inational papers, missionary magazines, news letters, radio and tele- 
vision and the distribution of discs of recorded speeches which can 
be used at conferences, etc. 


(2) It is already clear that recommendations for administrative action 
by councils and churches are being made by the conference. It is there- 
fore further recommended that the International Missionary Council in 
addition to communicating these findings to its member councils should 
arrange for some assistance to be given to them in implementing interpre- 
tation and action and should inquire periodically about progress. We 
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recommend that this receive special attention by the Committee of the 
International Missionary Council meeting held after this conference. 


(3) One of the chief ways of interpreting the Willingen themes is for 
each national group to consider the particular groups in its constituency 
which are important in influencing opinion and action and in securing 
new leadership and in contributing to the ecumenical fellowship. We 
therefore recommend that each national council refer this concern to its 
appropriate committee, or if advisable form a special committee on inter- 
pretation and action (the name will take a different form in each country). 
Such a committee would have a particular concern for: 


(a) Theological faculties and students with special reference to student 
study-programmes. 


(b) Clergy - the preaching ministry especially - through conferences, 
fraternals, institutes, seminars, etc. 


(c) Laity, particularly where there are men’s and women’s organizations 
which can be approached. 


(d) Youth, particularly those in organized student movements and in 
colleges and institutions. 


(e) Missionaries on the field and on furlough, bearing in mind particu- 
larly the importance of seeing that the active missionary force now 


at work is informed about the Willingen meeting and encouraged to 
take action. 


(4) Literature. 


(a) The values contained in the preliminary papers prepared for the 
Willingen meeting should be conserved in permanent form and con- 
veyed to participants of the Willingen meeting for use by their con- 
stituent councils and churches. 


(b) In preparing for a future world meeting of the Willingen character 
we recommend that a preparatory book of one volume be written on 
the main theme of the conference preferably by one author and dis- 
tributed well in advance of the conference. 


(c) It is pointed out that in the theme group reports each delegate will 
find ample material for the preparation of articles, papers, etc., for 
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the immediate interpretation of the Willingen meeting and that the 
utmost use of these reports should be made with council and com- 


mittee members and also with those in the parishes and congrega- 
tions. 


(d) It is understood that the International Missionary Council will be 
able to produce.a one-volume report to be ready not later than 
January, 1953. 


(5) In considering the recommendations which the International 
Missionary Council itself might act upon, the Committee considered the 
letter on Mission and Unity from the Joint Committee of the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, distributed at 
the beginning of the conference, and it was glad to learn that the Joint 
Committee, in considering closer relationships between the two Councils, 
was concerned about the way in which they might co-operate in the 
field of interpretation and action. The following points need to be 
emphasized : 


(a) That the life, spirit and decisions of the ecumenical conferences and 
meetings of the two Councils be communicated as efficiently and 
effectively as possible to their constituent councils and churches. 


(b) This involves something more than just efficient public relations. 
The ways of interpretation and action within the ecumenical move- 
ment have not yet been fully thought through and it is hoped that 
the Joint Committee will actively pursue its study in this field. 


(c) The widest possible use should be made of regular ecumenical teams 
for interpreting and symbolizing the ecumenical movement. 


(6) Among the agencies which will help to carry out the decisions of 
the Willingen meeting is the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs. This Commission needs to be more definitely 
strengthened by the missionary movement. This is particularly true 
in the fields of international agencies, international humanitarian services, 
fundamental education and religious liberty. The work of the Commis- 
sion renders an important service with which missionary agencies should 
be more familiar and support with greater interest and action. 


(7) It is recommended that there be a continuation of research into 
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world meetings from Jerusalem 
prehensive document be prepared. covering 


(8) “Interpretation and action,” as related both to Willingen in 
particular and the world Christian mission in general, calls for our rising 
above many past conventional procedures and patterns to experiences of 
new commitment, bold adventure and disciplined co-operation, with cal- 
culated risks and, above all, trustful prayer. We must so dare to speak 
and act that we may meet bravely and adequately both the challenge of 


the times and the demands of the urgent and unprecedented world-wide 
Christian opportunities. 
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